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“St.  Anns,” 

Chepstow, 

October , 1940. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Chepstow  Urban  and 
Rural  District  Councils. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Conditions  of  your  Districts  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  \ 939. 

Necessarily,  any  report  on  public  activity  for  that  year 
will  be  dominated  by  the  War.  Even  before  its  actual  out- 
break in  September,  much  of  the  Councils’  work  was  directed 
towards  recruiting,  training  and  equipping  an  elaborate  organisa- 
tion against  the  expected  consequences  of  air  attacks : this 
aspect  (the  “ Air  Raid  Precautions  Scheme  ”)  is  fully  dealt 
with  in  a Report  dated  October,  1940,  by  Mr.  T.  T Birbeck, 
Controller,  and  will  not  be  further  considered  here. 

There  remains  the  routine  work  of  the  Councils,  which  is 
further  overshadowed  by  such  War  problems  as  the  Evacuees, 
official  and  unofficial,  with  their  effects  on  overcrowding, 
school  accommodation,  communicable  diseases  and  food  dis- 
tribution. 

Speaking  generally,  your  Districts  met  their  many  new 
problems  satisfactorily.  The  Evacuees  were  well  received  and 
cared  for,  and  if  the  health  and  physique  of  the  Birmingham 
children  and  the  irresponsible  attitude  of  some  of  the 
Birmingham  mothers  made  a poor  impression,  we  may  be  sure 
the  lesson  was  not  lost  on  the  Health  Departments  concerned. 
We  may  be  permitted  to  reflect  that  Birmingham  is  a great 
modern  municipality  with  great  resources  and  with  medical 
services  having  a reputation  for  efficiency.  It  has  perhaps  a 
perfect  water  supply;  water  carriage  sewage  system;  no  doubt 
its  schools  are  suitable  buildings,  well  supervised,  its  refuse 
disposal  on  most  approved  lines,  school  medical  services  highly 
developed,  and  yet  its  children  on  their  arrival  here  looked 
“weedy”  in  contrast  with  the  local  children,  whose  environ- 
mental conditions  are  in  many  of  these  respects  primitive.  As 
a partial  solution  of  this  problem,  I suggest  that  the  local 
children  are  just  better  fed  andi  better  cared  for  in  their  homes. 

Some  of  the  evacuated  children  suffered  from  skin  diseases, 
^chiefly  septic  sores  and  impetigo,  and  many  had  “ dirty  heads.” 
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Some  of  these  were  taken  at  first  to  Regent  House  and  later 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  “ cleaned  up.”  All  this  caused 
rather  more  fuss  than  was  necessary — it  was  a nuisance  rather 
than  a danger;  sensible  foster  mothers  just  cleared  up  the 
trouble  on  their  own  initiative,  some  lacked  that  gift,  while 
a few  made  a great  outcry  about  the  ” scandal.” 

The  billeting  officers,  Mr  Birbeck  and  Mr.  Lang,  must  have 
shown  tact  and  patience,  for  on  the  whole  there  was  very 
little  friction. 

One  epidemic  disease  showed  an  expected  prevalence,, 
and  your  Districts  had  their  share  of  cases  of  Cerebro-spinal. 
Meningitis.  The  first  six  cases  were  sent  to  Cardiff,  with  one 
death.  The  remaining  cases — approximately  twenty — were 
treated  in  the  local  Isolation  Hospital,  and  all  recovered  com- 
pletely— a noteworthy  fact,  exceeding  the  results  in  any  series 
studied. 

Summarising  the  Public  Health  position  to-day — this  Report 
is  written  in  October,  1940,  a delay  partly  due  to  the  fact  that 
statistical  information  intended  for  incorporation  became  avail- 
able only  on  September  30th,  1940 — we  have  so  far  been  very 
fortunate.  Epidemic  diseases  have  had  no  serious  conse- 
quences, there  has  been  plenty  of  work,  and  no  serious  shortage 
of  food  We  may  expect  an  increase  in  infectious  diseases. 

Overcrowding  and  large  scale  movements  of  people  favour 
increase  in  diseases  spread  chiefly  by  “ droplet  infection” — 
such  diseases  are  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  cerebro-spinal 
meningitis,  measles,  whooping  cough,  feverish  colds  and 
influenza.  There  are  several  others,  but  these  are  the  chief. 
They  occur  chiefly  in  winter  and  spring,  and  the  habit  of 
crowding  into  cold  shelters  for  ” safety”  may  well,  in  the  light 
of  our  bombing  experience,  prove  very  misguided.  It  is  well 
to  point  out  that  of  the  above  diseases  diphtheria  and  whooping 
cough  are  preventable  by  inoculation.  Cases  of  enteric  fever 
may  occur,  but  a widespread  epidemic  is  probably  impossible 
apart  from  a breakdown  of  the  water  supply. 

Experience  in  the  last  war  leads  one  to  expect  an  increase 
in  tuberculosis,  especially  if  the  food  situation  deteriorates. 
It  iis  important  that  new  people  should  not  be  put  into  the 
homes  with  known  cases,  and  the  milk  supply  should  be  super- 
vised as  far  as  the  very  limited  time  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 
will  permit  and  the  rather  feeble  enactments  to  this  end  make 
possible.  A recent  inspection  of  cases  on  the  District  Registers 
showed  only  two  grossly  undesirable  facts;  in  one  case,  two 
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land  girls  at  the  most  susceptible  ages  were  billeted  in  the 
home  of  a case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  in  the  other 
a pulmonary  case  was  found  engaged  in  milking.  The  danger 
to  relatives  is  one  that  must  be  overlooked  to  a great  extent 
under  present  circumstances. 

As  a factor  in  the  cause  and  prevention  of  disease,  present 
War  diet  need  cause  no  anxiety — it  is  all  to  the  good  that  plain, 
home-grown  foods  are  coming  into  their  own;  enough  of  it, 
with  moderate  home  comfort,  avoidance  of  undue  fatigue,  and 
a sufficiency  of  sleep,  should  give  each  of  us  a very  reasonable 
chance  of  remaining  fit  and  well. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Urban 


Area  of  the  Districts  1,550  acres 

Population  (1931  Census)  4,303 

Estimated  Population  mid.  1939  ...  4,239 
Inhabited  Houses  at  end  of  1939  ...  1,150 

Rateable  Value  £23,536 

A Penny  Rate  produces  £90/2/91/3 


Rural 

42,459  acres 
8,710 
8,862 
2,995 
£31,071 
£119/9/10 


Developments  in  connection  with  Dinham  promise  to  affect 
the  character  of  the  whole  area  : it  is  evidently  an  undertaking 
designed  on  a very  big  scale.  There  would  appear  to  be  sub- 
sidiary developments  planned  in  the  Urban  District. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Urban  Rural 


Live  Births  

72 

130 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  

24 

40 

71 

56 

Illegitimate  

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the 

3 

5 

1 

2 

estimated  resident  population 

17 

14.6 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Still  Births  

1 

3 

3 

3 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  births  

52 

44 

Deaths  

76 

126 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

46 

30 

79 

47 

Death  Rate  

15.7 

13.2 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  

0 

0 

Deaths  from  other  Puerperal  Causes 

2 

0 
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M.  F.  M.  F. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  12  months  2 2 2 2 

Legitimate  2 2 12 

Illegitimate  — — 1 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  Total  7 18 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  0 0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  0 0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 

years  old)  0 0 

The  rates  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  and  for  the 
County  of  Monmouth  for  1939  were  : — 

Birth-rate.  Death-rate.  Inf  ant  "Mortality 

Rate. 

England  and  Wales...  15  12.1  50 

County  of  Monmouth  15.9  12.7  61.2 


These  figures  call  for  no  special  comment.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  Vital  Statistics  based  on  small  populations 
like  our  own  can  be  very  misleading. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

Chepstow  and  District  Hospital,  having  received  the  gift 
of  a new  ambulance,  propose  to  form  an  Ambulance  Committee 
to  establish  a service  for  the  whole  area  around  Chepstow,  and 
both  Councils  have  replied  favourably  to  the  Hospital  Chair- 
man’s invitation  to  co-operate.  The  outcome  should  be  a good 
Public  Ambulance  Service;  none  has  previously  existed  although 
very  much  needed. 


Nursing  in  the  Home 

Nursing  in  the  home  is  conducted  by  the  Local  Associa- 
tions affiliated  with  Monmouthshire  Nursing  Association,  which 
appears  to  exercise  the  powers  of  the  County  Council  under 
the  Midwives  Act,  1936.  There  are  Associations  at  Caerwent, 
Portskewett,  Itton  and  Llanishen,  each  employing  a nurse-mid- 
wife, and  at  Caldicot,  where  both  a midwife  and  general  nurse 
are  maintained.  A separate  Nursing  Association,  a quite  in- 
dependent body,  maintains  a general  nurse  in  Chepstow 
Urban  District. 


Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

There  are  no  treatment  centres  in  the  area — cases  needing 
such  attention  are  referred  to  the  County  Authorities  in  Newport. 

A Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  every 
Thursday  in  the  Annexe  of  the  Bridge  Street  School,  Chepstow, 
where  also  is  held,  once  monthly,  an  Ante-natal  Clinic.  A 
weekly  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  in  Caldicot. 

Hospitals 

Pmblic.  1. — Regent  House  Institution,  Chepstow. 

2. — The  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  Chepstow 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 

VOLUNTARY.  3. — The  Chepstow  and  District  Hospital,  Chepstow. 

1.  Regent  House  Institution,  Chepstow . 

This  Institution  is  controlled  by  the  County  Council,  and 
is  part  of  a general  scheme  for  the  County.  Patients  are 
admitted  not  only  from  the  Chepstow  District,  but  from  other 
parts  of  the  County.  They  are  mainly  of  a chronic  type,  as 
there  are  no  proper  facilities  for  surgical  work,  cases  requiring 
operation  being  usually  transferred  elsewhere.  A few  maternity 
cases  are  admitted;  these  are  usually  from  the  poorest  homes 
or  are  illegitimate.  There  is  also  the  “ house  ” side  devoted  to 
the  destitute  who  are  not  ill. 

2.  The  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  Chepstow  Urban  and 

Rural  Districts. 

This  Hospital  is  situated  about  one  mile  from  the  town, 
on  the  Usk  road  and  is  maintained  by  joint  contributions  from 
both  Councils.  It  can  accommodate  thirty  patients  (26  beds 
and  4 cots). 

3.  Chepstow  and  District  Hospital. 

The  Chepstow  and  District  Hospital  is  the  only  voluntary 
hospital  in  the  area.  It  has  eighteen  beds,  i.e.,  16  open  to 
subscribers  and  two'  private  beds.  This  institution  is  equipped 
to  deal  with  all  but  the  most  complex  cases.  It  is  managed 
by  a committee,  and  is  supported  by  voluntary  contributions, 
a Workmen’s  Fund,  and  payment  from!  private  patients. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  Midwifery  and  Maternity 
Services  in  the  area.  There  is  no  maternity  home  in  the 
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District.  Emergency  cases  are  admitted  to  Regent  House 
Institution,  Chepstow  and  District  Hospital,  or  to  hospitals  in 
Newport,  Cardiff  or  Bristol.  Ante-natal  Clinics  are  held  in 
Chepstow  and  Caldicot  once  monthly. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  and  Children 

This  is  afforded  on  a small  scale  by  Regent  House  Institu- 
tion and  by  the  County  Authorities. 

For  unmarried  mothers  further  provision  is  made  by 
Nantyderry  Maternity  Home  and  Hostel.  It  has  twelve  beds, 
and  caters  for  girls  of  hitherto  good  character  expecting  their 
first  baby.  It  is  partly  maintained  by  voluntary  contributions, 
supplemented  by  grants  from  the  County  Council  and  other 
public  bodies. 

Nursing  Homes 

There  are  no  Registered  Homes,  and  it  can  be  confidently 
stated  that  irregularities  under  this  heading  do  not  occur  in 
either  District. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  FOR  THE  AREA 


Water 

Complaints  regarding  the  taste,  etc.,  of  tap  water  continue, 
but  less  frequently  in  recent  months.  Here  is  one,  for  example, 
from  Portskewett  Parish  Council : — 

PORTSKEWETT  PARISH  COUNCIL, 

Portskewett,  nr.  Chepstow. 

June  16th,  1939. 

Dear  Sir, 

Water  Supply. 

At  a meeting  of  this  Council,  held  last  evening,  it  was 
reported  that  numerous  complaints  have  been  made  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  water  supply,  especially  on  the  morning  of 
June  14th,  when  it  was  full  of  sediment  and  contained  a fousty 
smell. 

This  is  not  the  first  occasion  on  which  this  has  occurred, 
and  the  Council  have  instructed  me  to  report  the  matter  to 
you  with  a request  that  you  be  good  enough  to  bring  the 
question  before  the  proper  authorities. 

I understand  that  other  medical  practitioners  in  the  district 
are  alarmed  at  the  condition  of  the  water  supply,  and  I have 


been  directed  to  forward  a copy  of  this  letter  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer. 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  Timson. 

Clerk. 

It  is  a fact  that  the  taste  is  to  a great  extent  intermittent, 
and  when  most  pronounced  is  very  unpleasant  to  many  people. 
A completely  satisfactory  water  should  be  pleasant  to  drink: 
but  the  position  here  is  that  the  “ raw  ” water  when  collected 
is  of  very  poor  quality,  and  the  processes  necessary  to  make  it 
an  ideal  water  would  include  prolonged  storage  and  a slow 
sand  filteration  process  needing  expenditure  quite  beyond  the 
capacity  of  a comparatively  small  undertaking.  What  is  done 
is  a reasonably  adequate  safeguard  against  disease  germs,  and 
the  added  purifiers  are  definitely  not  harmful. 

This  question  of  an  indifferent  water  supply  affects  many 
parts  of  the  country,  and  has  been  the  subject  of  several 
Government  enquiries.  The  problem,  it  seems,  must  be  dealt 
with  on  a National  scale — the  water  resources  of  the  country 
pooled  and  distributed  according  to  a central  plan;  water 
piped  from  one  of  the  great  gathering  grounds,  perhaps  in  the 
Welsh  mountains,  may  be  the  ultimate  solution.  In  the  mean- 
time we  must  make  the  best  of  what  we  have  got. 

Here  is  a suggestion  for  those  who  greatly  dislike  the 
chlorinous  taste  : — Add  to  a pint  of  the  water  a crystal  of 
photographic  “hypo’’  and  stir  until  dissolved.  This  is  quite 
harmless  and  will  remove  most  of  the  chlorine.  Drinking  water 
or  water  for  making  tea,  for  instance,  might  be  treated  in  this 
way. 

Much  of  the  piping  in  the  Hardwick  and  Bulwark  districts 
of  the  town  i§  so  deteriorated  that  delivery  of  water  is  very 
poor,  and  may  present  an  acute  problem  within  the  next  few 
years. 

Sewerage 

Some  of  the  cesspools  of  the  newer  Council  Houses  in 
Portskewett  have  been  giving  rise  to  complaints.  Bath  and 
rain  water  enter  these  as  well  as  sewage,  and  only  a very 
porous  soil  can  absorb  this  great  volume  of  water  without  over- 
flowing. There  was  exactly  the  same  difficulty  in  the  St. 
Lawrence  Road  houses  in  the  urban  district,  but  fortunately 
a sewer  became  possible  there. 
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In  connection  with  the  Dinham  factory  there  is  a sewage 
purification  works,  the  only  one  in  either  District.  It  seems  to 
have  given  excellent  results,  and  came  through  the  test  of  a hot 
summer  without  causing  the  slightest  complaint.  The  question 
of  sewage  disposal  is  one  of  growing  importance,  and  this 
example  of  a modern  method  of  dealing  with  it  is  of  consider- 
able interest  and  may  suggest  developments  elsewhere. 

The  sewage  from  the  Urban  District  is  discharged  by 
gravitation  through  three  outlets  widely  separated.  This  is  the 
cheapest  method  of  disposal  where  possible,  but  through  the 
Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act  1876  and  the  Salmon  and 
Freshwater  Fisheries  Act  1923  there  is  considerable  restriction 
to  the  formation  of  new  sources  of  pollution  or  the  extension  of 
those  previously  existing.  “River”  in  this  sense  may  mean 
a tidal  river  or  even  the  sea  if  so  determined  by  the  Minister 
of  Health  after  local  inquiry  and  on  sanitary  grounds.  Such 
an  inquiry  was  held  during  the  year  in  Chepstow,  and  per- 
mission granted  for  the  construction  of  a sewer  to  drain  the 
35  new  houses  in  the  Newport  and  St,  Lawrence  Roads.  This 
sewer  runs  along  the  High  Beech  Lane,  and  joins  the  Bulwark 
main  sewer  at  the  Council  Estate.  It  is  large  enough  to  serve 
the  development  of  60  acres  of  available  building  land.  The 
scheme  involved  a loan  of  £2,524. 

Closet  Accommodation 

Four  water  closets  have  been  provided  by  house  owners 
to  replace  unsatisfactory  privies.  Two  further  water  closets 
have  been  provided  by  house  owners.  In  all,  1 7 new  water 
closets  and  2 urinals  have  been  provided  during  the  year. 

Schools 

More  work  is  necessary  at  Tintern  School  before  it  can  be 
regarded  as  being  satisfactory. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

There  are  no  such  baths  in  this  area. 

Smoke  Abatement 

No  action  has  been  necessary  in  respect  of  smoke  nuisance. 

Bed  Bugs 

Two  houses  have  been  fumigated  for  beg  bug  infestation 
during  the  year. 
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Disposal  of  Household  Refuse 

House  refuse  is  collected  once  weekly  in  Portskewett, 
Caldicot  and  Roggiett;  twice  weekly  in  the  Urban  District.  The 
Rural  tips,  especially  that  at  Roggiett,  were  condemned  as 
‘haphazard  ” by  the  Inspector  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health 
in  August,  1939,  but  their  size  and  comparative  isolation  make 
them  a small  problem  compared  witf&  that  presented  by  the 
large  Chepstow  tip,  which  is  approached  and  bordered  by 
streets. 

The  indiscriminate  dumping  of  crude  refuse  almost 
invariably  causes  nuisance  from  offensive  smells,  flies  and  rats, 
and  is  now  being  replaced  by  a controlled  system  which  is  free 
from  this  objection.  There  is  a vast  ‘ ‘ controlled  ’ ’ tip  in  Cardiff, 
for  example,  in  a highy  populated  area,  without  complaints 
arising. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  have  issued  the  following  rules : — 

(a)  The  refuse  must  be  deposited  in  layers  not  exceeding 
6 feet  in  depth;  each  layer  must  be  covered  on  all  surfaces 
exposed  to  the  air  with  at  least  9 inches  of  earth  or  other 
suitable  substance;  not  more  than  100  square  yards  of  refuse 
may  be  left  uncovered  at  any  one  time;  no  refuse  may  be  left 
uncovered  for  more  than  72  hours;  precautions  should  be  taken 
to  prevent  paper  and  other  debris  from  being  blown  away  by 
the  wind. 

(b)  No  refuse  must  be  deposited  in  water,  and  precautions 
must  be  taken  to  prevent  the  breeding  of  flies  and  vermin — 
the  crushing  or  filling  up  of  tins,  which  otherwise  hold  air  in 
the  tip,  thereby  favouring  fermentation  and  affording  nests  for 
rats  and  wasps,  together  with  the  earth  covering  mentioned 
above,  are  the  most  important  points, 

(c)  If  the  refuse  consists  at  any  one  time  mainly  of  fish, 
animal  or  other  organic  refuse,  the  deposit  must  be  covered 
with  at  least  2 feet  of  earth. 

(d)  Each  layer  of  refuse  which  has  been  laid  down  and 
covered  should  be  allowed  to  settle  before  the  next  layer  is 
added,  and  if  possible  the  deposit  should  not  raise  the  surface 
of  the  tip  above  the  general  level  of  the  adjoining  ground. 

Soil  or  road  sweepings  are  the  best  covering  materials. 
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The  St.  Lawrence  Road  sewer,  the  new  hospital,  and 
similar  constructional  works  usually  provide  much  unwanted 
soil,  and  by  diverting  it  whenever  possible  to  the  tips  most  of 
the  difficulty  could  be  solved.  Both  Councils  gave  attention  to 
this  problem  during  the  year. 

Shops  (Rural) 

Ventilation,  temperature  and  sanitary  conveniences,  have 
Been  found  on  inspection  to  be  satisfactory. 


Factories  with  and  without  Power 

Under  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  the  following  table  shows 
the  work  done  : — 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary 
Inspectors. 


PREMISES 

1 

Inspections 

Slumber  of 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  with  power 

10 

nil 

nil 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Power 

4 

nil 

nil 

Total 

14 

nil 

nil 

13 


Defects  Found  in  Factories  (Rural) 


PARTICULARS 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : 
Want  of  cleanliness 
Want  of  ventilation 
Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 
Other  nuisances 
Sanitary  accommodation : 
Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 
Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 
Total 


No.  of  Defects 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  of 
which 

Prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

to 

H.M. 

Inspector 

1 

1 

1 

1 

nil 

nil 

2 

2 

nil 

nil 

Sanitary  Officer’s  Report  on  the  Inspection  of  the  District 

(Rural) 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds — visited 

42 

,,  „ „ repaired  ... 

7 

,,  ,,  ,,  new  sheds 

4 

Milk  Samples  sent  for  Analysis  ... 

40 

Roadside  samples 

29 

School  samples 

11 

Visits  re  milk  samples  ... 

34 

New  W.C.’s  provided 

17 

New  Urinals  provided 

2 

Visits  re  Drainage  Work 

...  105 

Visits  re  Water  Meters  ... 

28 

Visits  re  Water  Supply  ... 

...  283 

Visits  re  Housing  ... 

94 

Houses  repaired  ... 

16 

14 


New  Houses  built 

13 

House  Plans — approved 

14 

,,  ,,  disapproved 

Repairs  to  Water  Supplies 

2: 

281 

New  Water  Meters  fixed 

5 

New  Water  Connections 

20 

Water  Analyses  ... 

23 

Visits  to  Slaughter-houses 

72 

Visits  to  Factories 

14 

Statutory  Notices  ... 

12 

Informal  Notices 

16 

Inspections  for  Vermin  ... 

12 

Disinfections 

30 

Disinfestations  (Cymex)  . . . 

3 

Visits  re  Disinfestation  . . . 
Visits  to  Caldicot  Moors  re 

Burying 

of 

28 

Carcases  washed  up  by  the  tide 

13 

Drains  Tested  ... 

20 

Visits  re  Nuisances 

15 

Schools  (visits)  ... 

8 

Extermination  of  Rats  ... 

2 

Shops  (visits) 

• • • 

11 

Nuisances  Abated  by  Informal 

Action 

15 

Rutter  Destroyed 

224 

Quantity  of  Meat  Condemned 

602 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

47 

HOUSING  (Rural) 

During  the  year  the  Council  have  erected  2 houses  at 
Portskewett  and  4 at  St.  Aryans.  At  Devauden,  one  house  has 
been  converted  into  two  separate  buildings. 


Housing  Statistics  (Rural) 

1.  Inspections  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year:  — 

( 1 ) (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  injspected 

for  housing  defects  under  the  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts  ... 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 


57 

94 


8 

17 


15 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  house  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 

Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  9 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  5 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  3 

(а)  By  owners  ...  ...  . . ...  8 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  1 1 and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  nil 

4.  — Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

Owing  to  Evacuation  and  the  construction  of  the  Royal 
Naval  Propellant  Factory  at  Dinham,  new  cases  of  Overcrowd- 
ing have  occurred.  The  precise  figures  are  not  available. 
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In  the  Urban  District  certificates  were  granted  in  respect  of 
the  following  new  houses  : — 

6 and  7,  Wiltshire  Bungalows, 

2 Houses  in  Middle  Way, 

and  a Bungalow  off  the  Portwall  Road. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 


Disease. 

Total  Gases. 
Urban.  Rural. 

Deaths. 

Urban.  Rural 

Diphtheria  

9 

18 

t. 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  

11 

19 

— 



Erysipelas  

i 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  

2. 

— 

2 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrenia  

— 

2 

— 

— 

Influenza  

— 

— 

1 

3 

Diphtheria.  Arrangements  had  been  made  with  the 
County  Council  to  offer  preventive  inoculation  to  children 
through  the  schools,  but  owing  to  the  War  the  scheme  was 
abandoned.  In  treatment  much  larger  doses  of  serum  are  gitven 
than  was  formerly  the  practice. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Before  this  year  isolation  in  hospital  was 
offered  to  every  case.  Owing  to  the  mildness  of  recent  out- 
breaks, however,  it  was  decided  to  remove  only  those  cases 
which  were  complicated  or  where  home  conditions  were  un- 
suitable. This  is  the  procedure  in  many  districts,  and  where, 
as  with  us,  isolation  facilities  are  not  sufficient  for  our  popula- 
tion, it  is  unwise  to  fill  our  beds  with  mild  scarlet. 

Pneumonia.  Although  pneumonia  and  influenzal  pneumonia 
are  notifiable,  only  two  cases  were  notified,  although  death 
certificates  indicated  that  9 deaths  were  due  to  the  disease. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  MEAT  AND 
OTHER  FOODS  (Rural) 

Detailed  List  of  Meat  condemned  during  the  Year  1939 

The  Slaughter-houses  are  all  frequently  visited,  and  most  of 
the  carcases  inspected.  The  following  is  a list  of  meat  and 
animals  which  were  found  unfit  and  destroyed. 
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All  tire  above  Meat  was  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the 
persons  concerned. 


Description 

Condition  or 
Disease 

Weight  lbs. 

Disposal 

1 Bovine  liver 

Flukes 

18  lbs. 

Buried 

1 set  of  Bovine  lungs  Tuberculoses 

24  lbs. 

Buried 

1 Bovine  stomach 

Tuberculosis 

40  lbs. 

Buried 

(complete) 

1 Bullock 

Generalised 

520  lbs. 

Buried 

Tuberculosis 

Total 

602  lbs. 

MILK  SUPPLY  (Rural) 

School  Samples 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Unsatisfactory 

Failed  Metheline  Blue  ...  ...  ...  2 

Failed  Metheline  Blue  and  B.  Coli  ...  1 

Total  11 

Roadside  Samples 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Unsatisfactory 

Failed  Metheline  Blue  ...  ...  7 

Failed  Metheline  Blue  and  B.  Coli  ...  7 

Total  29 


In  the  Urban  District,  28  lbs.  of  prawns  and  10 lbs.  of 
salmon  were  condemned  and  surrendered. 

Entering  Chepstow  Market — 


Pigs  4,054 

Sheep  6,916 

Calves  1 , 1 09 

Cattle  1,627  Tolls  £119  17s.  3d. 

Carts  1,190 
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Killed  (Urban)— 


Cattle  

416 

Calves  

92 

Sheep  

2,715 

Pigs  

518 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Tuberculosis  Services  for  both  Districts  are  conducted  by 
the  East  Monmouthshire  Branch  of  the  King  Edward  VII  Welsh 
National  Memorial  Association.  Dr.  A.  Carveth  Johnson, 
Tuberculosis  Officer  for  East  Monmouthshire,  visi/ts  the  area 
for  the  domiciliary  supervision  of  all  cases  from  this  area  on 
his  lists,  and  for  the  investigation  and  confirmation  of  all  actual 
or  suspected  cases  reported  to  him. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations  1925,  relating  to  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade,  one  such  case  was 
found  and  dealt  with.  No  action  was  taken  under  Section  62 
of  the  Public  Health  Act  1925  or  Section  172  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1936,  concerning  the  compulsory  removal  to 
hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1939 
Urban 


New  Cases  f 

Deaths.  X 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M j 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  

1—  

5 — 

15—  

2 

25—  

1 

2 

— 

i — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—  

2 







1 

1 

— 

I 

45—  

55—  

65  and  upwards  . . . 

1 

Totals  ... 

6 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 
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Rural 


Age  Periods, 

New  Cases  | 

Deaths  $ 

Respiratory 

s 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0— 

1—  

5—  

15—  

25—  

35—  

45—  

55—  

65  and  upwards  . . . 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

I 

- i - 

— 1 — 

| 1 

- I - 

- 1 - 
- 1 - 

1 

Totals  ... 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— I i 

l 

In  conclusion,  I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
thanks  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  your  Clerks  for  their 
unfailing  courtesy  and  loyal  co-operation  on  all  occasions. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


J.  J.  O’REILLY. 


' 

' 


